
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
These are the vertical elements that add height and drama to the design of your container.  
this is usually the boldest item in your composition. 
don’t limit yourself to just flowers! try Tropicals, Houseplants, Ornamental Grasses, and 
Topiaries. 

 

 
SOME THRILLERS... 

 

Banana Tree  Red Phormium Red Fountain Grass Elephant Ears

 Cordyline  Egyptian Papyrus     Strobilanthes Perilla 

 Large Coleus Plant  Tall Herbs              Dwarf Alberta Spruce (standard and topiary) 

Canna  Topiary Juniper Green Mountain Boxwood  

 Yucca Golden Sword    

 
 

  
 
Typically the fillers do just that!  they fill in the space around the thriller.  your thriller 
may be tall and leggy—and you may need something to take away some height.  fillers add 
mass! 

 

 
SOME FILLERS... 

 

Coleus  Victoria Blue Salvia Ornamental Cabbage 

Herbs (medium sized) Impatiens  Profusion Series Zinnias 

Dwarf Dahlia Caladium  Japanese Bloodgrass  

Lantana  Geranium  Medium Sized Snapdragons 

Begonia  Marigolds  Diamond Frost Euphorbia 

Hosta  Dusty Miller  Heuchera (asst. colors) 

Marguerite Daisy Upright Verbena 

 
 

 
 
What are spillers??? Simple...they spill over the edges of the pot.  they add softness and 
anchor the pot visually to the ground. 

 

SOME SPILLERS... 
 

Licorice Plant Creeping Jenny Wave petunias 

Trailing Verbena Bacopa  Sweet potatoe vine  

English Ivy  Asparagus Fern Dichondra Silver Falls 

Fiber Optic Grass Portulaca  Trailing type herbs  

Calibrachoa Million Bells (small trailing petunia types) 

 

 



 
 
THE BASICS… 
 

EXPOSURE  - Determine if you are sun, shade, or “part” shade.  

 
ORIENTATION  -  Determine if the composition is seen from all angles/views, or just 
oriented from the front. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
IT’S ALL ABOUT CONTRAST!    
 

 
 
COLORS - Leaves, not just flowers have color!  
 
 Monochromatic is the use of one color and shades of that color. 
  

Contrast is the use of opposite colors like yellow versus blue.   
 
Harmonic (aka Analagous) is the use of closely linked colors. for example using 
orange moving to red or yellow moving to orange. 
 
Color Echo is taking a color from a multicolored leaf or flower and adding this 
color to the composition. 

 

SHAPES AND SIZES - Rounded, Jagged, Fine, Lacy…contrasting both sizes and shapes 

makes it interesting. for example, a bold, rounded leaf with a fine lacy texture… use 
Elephant Ears and Lantana. 

 

TEXTURES - Fuzzy, Glossy, Matte…keep contrasting!  

for example, use a Licorice plant (fuzzy) next to Dragon Wing Begonia (shiny). 
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POT IT! 
 

TERRA COTTA -traditional but dries out the quickest 

METAL -often contemporary but may increase unwanted heat on the plants 
CERAMIC/GLASS -can be traditional or contemporary, can become very heavy once 
soil is added (may not be weatherproof) 

PLASTIC/RESIN -can be both traditional or contemporary, lightweight, versatile, 
economical and less water evaporation (most popular) 

 

The larger the pot allows more room for your plant’s root system. they can achieve their 
maximum growth potential. 
 
Tip:  Tall contemporary containers require too much soil and can become too heavy. Replace 
some of the volume with repurposed styrofoam packing peanuts—it also helps with drainage! 

 
GET THE DIRT… 
 
Purchase a good potting soil mix. you want one with ample nutrients and decent drainage.   
 

Make your own blend?    1 Part Peat Moss 
       1 Part Perlite 
        1 Part Compost 
       1 Part Garden Soil 

 

FERTILIZING  
 
Add a slow release fertilizer to your soil, such as Scott’s Osmocote. since this has a slow 
release, you may want to jump start it with a quicker release like Scott’s Liquid Feed 
Fertilizer.  with a handy and easy to use dispenser, it comes with a pre-mixed fertilizer that 
attaches to your garden hose. 

 
ORGANIC FERTILIZATION -Fish Emulsion (mix with water) is the best for foliar 
growth. there are many organic products available through retailers, such as 
Whitney Farms. 

 

READY, SET, DESIGN!   
 
Don’t sweat this! remember the simple recipe T.F.S. 
dig planting holes in your wonderful soil. get the Thrillers, Fillers, and Spillers.  place 
plants in the holes, covering the top/sides and then firm the soil. 

 

TOP IT OFF! 
 
You’re not quite done!  have you ever watered your pots to find that all of the soil spills 
out over the edges?  add some mulch, pebbles, gravel, or moss to keep this from happening. 

    
PERSONALIZE IT   
 
Add something fun that reflects your interests…  a decorative item, such as a metal stake 
with a symbol or motif.    
 
 



 
I’M STILL NOT FINISHED…??! 
 
Almost … but don’t forget about the care!   
 

WATERING    
 
How often?  most likely once a day.  mornings are best to allow the foliage to dry 
before evening.  this helps prevent fungal diseases.  get under the mulch and feel the 
soil …is it damp?  no need to water at this time. 

 

MORE FERTILIZER?   
 

Sure … amp it up !  if using a low concentrated fertilizer like Scott’s Liquid Feed, 
every three weeks should be good.  not entirely necessary if you used a slow release 
fertilizer. 

 

DEADHEADING   
 

Of course you can listen to Jerry and the gang while you do this!  don’t dread it, 
think of it as therapy.  it’s the removal of dead flowers and leaves.  it helps refresh 
the plant …to keep it in shape …you will be rewarded with more flowers!   

 

 

 

remember the simple recipe T.F.S 

                  

 

 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 


